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English Opinion.
[From the London Times, Maj II.]

The expected vote on the Impeachment of Prei
dent Joiinson was taken on Saturday, but In a vei
bnexpected manner. Instead of beginning with th
Ri-dt urliiMn nf rhn.M .«.l J..H .i.» I
H.W. V4 VUUI £V nuu ucaiiu^ Willi me I oo»

01 der the Senate began with the lust, and having die
c issed that article by a majority of 35 to 19, ad
Journed until the 26th without voting upon nny other
It does not clearly appear whether this declsioi
amounts to an acquittal upon the last article oi

Jnercly to a rejection of it as irrelevant; but in elthe;
caie the effect is the same, and the Senate has provec
Itself capable of determining at least one issue it
favor of the defendant. Until we receive fuller de
tails of the proceedings, with a trustworthy analyst!
of the majority and minority, we should not be Justl
fled in drawing any further inference from the vote
which, however, will doubtless produce a great Im
prcssion throughout the United States.
Though conducted on the whole with an ability

and patience not unworthy of its constitutiona
gravity, this memorable trial has been regardet
throughout a.s a political struggle rather than as i
Judicial inquiry. General Butler insisted in his open
lug speech that the Senate was not even to be con
sulcred as a court of law, and that none of its mem
bers were disqualified for their functions by preju
dice. This position has been consistently maintained
bv the Managers, who contested the right of Chie,
justice Chase to overrule objections on points qf evi
deuce, and have not shrunk from direct appeals U
party motives and passions. It has, indeed, beer
maintained on behalf of the republican majority In
Congress that a resort to prosecution was almost a
superfluous act of forbearance, since it would have
l>ecn their duty to depose the President by some revolutionaryact, if no such formality had been avail
aMe. On the other hand, the moral competenceof the Senate had been openly challengedby the counsel for the President on
the ground that, in trying him at all for
alleged encroachments upon the Senate itself; it was
virtually acting as judge in its own cause. But the
republican Senators, in particular, had far stronger
motives to bias them, since the removal of the Presidenthad long been felt and declared by their chief
organs to lie for them a political necessity. So violent
was the pressure applied by the party to Its representativesin the Senate that It was seriously proposedto protect their consciences by adopting the
ballot. Inshort,lt was hardly doubled by any one
that President Johnson would be condemned by "a
»' net party vote," whatever the evidence or argumentsmight lie. The fact that an independent verdicthas been returned upon one specific-charge goes
far to rebut that presumption, and the adjournment
for ten days atrords some prospect of the whole case
being entertained upon its merits.
The eleventh article of Impeachment which has

thus been set aside was essentially supplementary in
Its nature and can only be understood by reference
to those which preceded It. The first nine have been
shortly but truly described as "variations upon the
removal of Stanton," and were founded upon an
a< t passed last year by Congress over the President's
veto. This act, called the Tenure of Office act, was
expressly framed to limit his constitutional rights,
and purported to render not only the appointment,
b it the removal of Cabinet ministers Illegal without
the consent and approval of the Senate. In apparent
contravention of this act President Johnson endeavoredto remove Mr. Stanton from the Secretaryshipof War and appointed General Thomas by his
own authority, declaring, in a special message to
Congress, that his sole object was to bring
the constitutional validity and effect of the
art within the cognizance of the Supreme
Court, lie maintained the same ground In his
formal reply to the tirst article of impeachment,which contains the substance of his whole
d fence. it is there deuied that Mr. Stanton was on
the 21 st of February last In lawful possession of the
"War (Mice or entitled to hold It against the will ol
the President, that the order for Stanton's removal
was unlawful In itself or was Issued with intent to
violate the Tenure of Otllce act, or did violate that
a< t. am! that any brcacli of the constitution was Intitided or committed. Upon these points the counsel
on both sides exhausted their utmost ingenuity, the
Managers reiving mainly on the ITesident's acts,
t) e Auorney General ami Mr. Evarts on his intentions;the former insisting that he was bound to
comply with a defacto law, the lutter that he owed
a paramount duty to the constitution. The tenth
a, Icle was prepared by General Itutler and lutrodc< d at his lirsiauce. contrary to the opinion of his
w ser colleagues. It refers to President Jonson's deiinidations of Congress at St. Louis.denunciations,
which, however unwarrantable and undignified, can
li.irdly tie const rued as a high crime and misdemeanor
t>\ an assembly which often listens to equally tierce
Invectives against the President. The last article
t lrgf^liiin with having denied in a public speech
the legislative power of Congress, especially In regard">>< constitutional amendments; with having
Bough' to duieal the Tenure of Office act by opposing
Mr. .stanton's resumption of his functions, and with
having contrived to hinder the execution of the Recnsl ruction act and oWhe act regulating the publicsion of military orders. Of all the articles In the
Indictment this was at once the weakest and the most
difficult to meet. It obviously involves more than
one mixed question of law and tact, and Is directed
n uirst the President's entire policy rather than
a'ainst the nets which it specllles. It might possibly
have contributed vaguely towards a general verdict
oi condemnation, but, taken by Itself, it could not
1> sustained as a substantive charge, and was Justly
Ignored by the Senate.
We shall now await with Increased Interest the seo'el of a State prosecution im which the political
tunes of the Vnited states will probably depend.

V.. noting ascendancy of Congress over the Stats
L (/Matures has been recognized for mani/ years,
U d received a fresh impulse from the ciril war.

It Johnson's trial, which Is without a precedent In
American history, has now brought to an issue that
co'iiUct between executive and legislative sovereigntywhich it is the secret of constitutional governnnt to keep in permanent abeyanoc. Me is not acci.seI of peculation or oppression, or anv other euor
i)i ;v suel; those which have furnished grounds foi
Impeachments in past times, but of resisting tu<
Omnipotence of CoDifreas. Wo do not prcsunit tc
© 'it any opinion on the legality of his connct, out we cannot help seeing that If nt

li- convicted there is au end to the balance ol
^ .. i,v tlm f«*nrulora nf thf» AinprlftM

c< nstltutlon. When they inaile the consent of ttic
nate necessary to appointment# of great otttcers,

they certainly did not intend to give that body the
power ot forcing an obnoxious Minister on the President..when ihi-(t rjdi i' ihf Supreme Court pirtadictiniiover nil rapeg in lair or equity arising under tfu
CiruUUt/ti'in. they cannot haw foreseen that U icoulti
V> iHittsi(i> lo onst this Jurig'hctton by malcing tfu
ej TCUe of a (lisvufeil ri'jht the subject of an (rn
fj tcl.uwnt. It 18 not only the President, but the con
atltutmn of the t uned Mates, which la now on tria
bi lore the Senate, and the residence of Mr. Wade foi
a short year at the White House would t>« the leas
Important consequence of Mr. Johnson's deposition
Fi'iin that moment th President would almost lnev
It ably Of line more ami more thr ginve o/ party, aro
hi- office, already weakened ami discredited wouli
<xa»e to be the object oi an honorable ambition.

|From the London Sews, Ma* is.)
Th" American Senate met on Nitur lay, accoMtu

tr appointment, to consider Its verdict, but the Atl«i
tl< cable has not brought the short iud simple tune-e that was expected. President Johtron
anther acquitted nor convicted, t ut one group
f, m which formed the ba-ls of th( lust arttcle of ti
Impeachment has been set aside a.-: not warrivcung
conviction. wnlle as to those whlcl remain the vc
d t of th- -ennte Is reserved. TV meinbe,* ot t
B-iiate in to regard their wo-* as too Unporta
to be III ;.u::.;d, but at the same time not so ur(i
a to re pure to be hurried. Evidently ao scifo
c> iisequeucea are apprehended from either a cunv
ti >n or an acquittal or we nhoolQ not hear of a ft
<1 "t being rendered by Instalments. To# court v
ti >t meet again until to-morrow week, when It w

Stiobattiv sec it-" way more clearly to a tlnal declsli
wha:ever may be the ultimate deliverance of t

8' na'e on Mr. Julinsou's lmi'i-achtaeaJt the trial It*
Will remain on record ".i nn.e or the nwst rtmarktU

modern times. Hut it is remarkable chiefly for t
absence of that tragic element of excitement a
danger with which Impeachment trials have be
usually accompanied. It is not every generatiWhich witnesses the trim of the Chief Ml1st rate of a great people, hat tttr trial which
now drawing to a cios« might have be«o quiteordinary and commonpla e event for any dUtui
rice or even excitement it tins produce \ out«Me i

ffates of the Capitol. h i.- n,*,* /ia. ,r
emulation has only t.eeo sllgbtlj MiuV rcd. poUtlitnovements hare gone on jum u,e same is b-fore areconstruction has progre«ieti *,th greatly accerated movement. Not evou wltliln the capltol tthere been any revival of the excitement with wUthe impeachment vote was ttrst re elved inBouse. The Senate chamber ha*, of eour

{iresented day by day a very singular sp
acie, but Its singularity ha* consisted q>Iw much in the dull formality ot the proceeds

as In the representative character of the pers
gathered together to take part In them or to witi
them. A stranger from the Old World, with his
agination full of pictures of the trial of 8ti afford
ell .tries I., would hare been unable to realUe
far i thai the dull and decorous scene before him i

| the greatest State trial which the New World
11 ever witnessed. The scene would, of course, li

tn l features of Interest peculiarly Ita own. but
would not have been tragic. The Chief Justice,
cupying the *halr with th* imparHalU\t and iHy
0/ a iwlQc h> irOitf a crtjw of abstract law; the H
tor. writing »t their bleaks or recltntnf In their
akalrs, or reading the papers, or writing lettei
IM" frienda. and only rousing to »tVeu<J (o

NEW
point of Interest in the argument or the teatunonj;i lie counsel on both s de.s wivntling over
pome point of procedure, or getiinz up a sharp contestof wit or banter or bullying; tlie wit les.ses tellinsot mutters that everybody kn<'\v before or testifying,as (ieneral Thomas did, how the conflicting

p Secretaries or war fought out th'ir battle over a
glass of pro}?, formed a scene which could never be
vi guided as a tragedy, but which now and then mi lit
well have been mistaken for a comedy. So completelyout of place were all tlie passions wh ch nave
characterized the State trials of History tliatat;ein,>ts
to invest the proceedings with factitious importance

» had the effect of a burlesque. The orain tr</ talk
IQ about treason fell flat. It was a simple question of

law and fact, and "the Senate and the public have
treated it as such. Mr. Johnson is accused of a misdemeanorin his administration, the penalty for
which is at most removal from his office. Tike trial,
accordingly, has dealt minutely with comparatively
small aTairs. It lia« been tedious rather than exciting.The political element lias been kept in the

** background, and extreme partisans on either side
have been reduced to powerleusnesa. The speeches
have been legal arguments, no; impassioned appeals,
and It has been found impossible to invest them with
the intense personal interest which a great trial
usually creates.

« it is very curious to observe how circumstanceshave combined, during tike progress of the
tl- cause itself, to diminish the importance oI the result.
.y Mr. Johnson's chief mischief lias becu done in the
3 South, and it was in tlie interests of Soutluao re0construction that his removal was ao exceedingly
n desirable. But since the trial began Southern affairs

Jiave put on a brighter aspect. Whether It in due to a
paralysis of Mr. Johnson's obstructive activity, or to
a diminished reliance upon him among tba Southern
whites, It is certain that they have completely

1 changed their policy during the last two months.
We anticipated that the result of making active participationin the polls the only way to defeat the new

r constitutions would be to prevent sucli miscarriages
I us that In Alabama, but we by no means anticipated

that it would be Immediately followed by the adop'tlon of new constitutions by five other States. Yet
that Is the posttlon of Southern reconstruction at the

) moment that the Senate Is considering its verdict.
Five States have adopted new and republican constitutions,and their representatives are standing at

> the doors of Congress with those constitutions in tlwJr
hands. Qf those representatives a large majority

tare repnblicans, as loyal to the central government
\ and the Vnion flag and as faithful to the jrrinciple
I of universal eufranchLsemeiit as any oftlw Senator*
[ or Bepre.wntativea from Northern States. Nor do
[ they represent either a narrow majority or a sperlal

class. In Louisiana and the Carolina* the majorities
have been fwmense, and both minority and minority
have bei*Q composed of a mixed multitude of all

| classes and both races. The line of demarcation be'tween republicans and democrats has nowhere
been coincident wltli that of race. Black men
have voted jvith the democratic party and

' white men Save voted with the republicans;' and la North, Carolina, Arkansas and Georgia
the ratification ,of the constitutions is said to

1 be dm? to the large vote tn their favor.
Mr. Johnson's gam e of Southern obstruction is apparentlyplayed oiu. His policy has proved very obKtructiveto the nutii «nal policy, but it Is now ilually
defeated. The Son them people, repenting their
tooiish dependence fcupon the sympathy they got at
Washington, are rert ruing to a better mind. The
first work for Congreat to do when the impeachment
trial Is iinally disposed of will be to give legislative
recognition » the erti 'tnph of its own policy. Arkansas,Alabama, Qeori ia, Louisiana and the two
Carollnas are ready to be restored at once on the
conditions Congress has laid down. Like Mr. Johnson,but in a different sea se, they are waiting for the
verdict; and it will be a. a irlous coincidence, almost
an example of poetical Ju-*i Ice, If Mr. Johnson should
be leaving the White Ho use under sentence of expulsionjust as the represent tatives or these States are
returning to Washington id the States themselves
are being welcomed back to their full, free, and conconstit tutorial share In the \ >owers und privileges of
the central government.

[From the Londnni Star, May 18.]
The Senate of the United 9 tates, assembled as a

court of Impeachment, came, to a decisiou on Saturdayon tli* eleventh article < if charge against the
President. By the constitute* t of the States, in the
Impeachment of publio officers as In other important
questions, a majority of two-< hlrds is required to
procure a conviction. Thlrty-i Ave members of the
Senate voted on Saturday again it Mr. Johnson and
nineteen loir him. Tills division was taken upon the
eleventh and last article of lujf >eacliment, and the
considers tloa of the remaining articles was postponedfor ten days. As the cliua gea upon which a
decision vas thus come to wen the most material
of those preferred against j ir. Johnson, and
as on these the Managers of the Impeachment
have failed to obtain a vtdiii majority against
the accusal, It may be taken for granted that the
President lias for the present n* 'aped the tolls in
which he ha d entangled hluist if a ad has battled his
enemies alto gether. It is true thu t his escape upon
the division of Saturday was bujB clently narrow to
be a slgniflctint warning to aty lm t the most obstinateand perverse <i>f man; that Ux e Senate, in this
perfectly at one witl 1 th« Lower llo use, has declared,
<|iute as distinctly as a convlctliM ) could have declared,its want or tcon'UlonctrIn U e administration
of the President, an 1 that thus mot al condemnation
represents heartily and honestly the sense of the
country. Still we ai e ready te cooo :de that the failureof the Impeach! aent is in some degree a triumph
for the Democratic party, and oa\ iht to teach the
American people m me useful lesson* in the art of
legislation.

It is desirable thi it Englishmen should clearly understandthe issues 1 n fcich the impeachment trial was
Instituted for the ( .press purpose of solving. We
are not to suppose t. i it the law was set lu motion at
Washington to tesl nny such questions of public
policy and lurlspru (' once as were raised by the trial
of Warren Ilastlngs , or, in more recent times, by the
prosecution of Qotte rnor Eyre. The American conHtitutionprovides tt n impeachment before the Senateas a safety valvt > for what would otherwise be
the excess of powi 5 r placed in the hands of the bupretneexecutive Ofl I cer of the I'nion. To a convictionon linpeachme it 110 penal consequences are at*
tached beyond rem ( /val from and disqualification for
ottlce. This tnacht t icry, in fact, cumbrous as it must
be and Inefficient in an extremity as it has now
proved to be, is tl*e .correlative in the American systemto a vote of w 1 mt of confidence In Ministers iu
our own VWttM ent. The tanae In both cases,
in ttie case or rrt iment jounsonas in tne case 01 Mr.
Disraeli. Is in rea' it; a political one, not a legal one.
By the technical pedantries of the American constitutionthe issue iaa l>ecn narrowed to certain legal
points, upon wt ich we have no business to offer an
opinion. We hi ,vc every confidence in the honesty
and sincerity of the Senate of the United States, and
feeling by no n cans satisfied with the practical resuitsof the ve> diet, we can point with no little respectto the ch ivacter of the trial as simply determinedby legal considerations and wiihout any refereuceto party »nds. The predictions of some writers
In this countrj as to the unfair and Illegitimate characterof an Ai aerlcan Impeachment are thus falsiUed,
and for the It iture we trust that these critics will tie
conteut to w Alt for the event of such deliberations
before Inculj,, mting in prospect the character of a
great people.

* * * y fith respect to the general policy of Mr.
Johnson we have so often and so recently expressed
u strong <w iiiilon that It lit hardly necessary now to
repeat that, we believe him to be a dangerous p< >1111rcian, ami/ ehlevous ruler and a betrayer of those

. whom he \ ras put In his high place to represent.
> Hhlft the >e gal aspects of the question about as you

please, tb e fa 't remalus established that Mr. Johnson
> was eletf t* k1 Vice President by the party then and
f now lnoli idlng the majority of the people of the
i United £t*tes, to whose principles he Is now diametricallyopp jsed and violently hosille. We cannot but

feel dtp* ppointed that at this critical juncture the
I America) i constitution should have beenjVund wantingin el t.ittcUy.th»t It should have been unable to

Bhake o ff a burden which It loathes, and should
i for the time be reduced to the condition

of a continental despotism. Fortunately, the
period of Mr. Johnson's power, In the natural
course of things, drawn to a close. lie was never
elected ..as First Magistrate bv the free voice of the

I peopleri and so far Is he from the chance of being so

r chosenlnow that there Is no respectable party contnectioa, to the United States, no decent faction even,
who wtiufld have him at any price as its candidate.

.. Hetwrati, the present time and the date of the next
1 Presidential election the American people and the
i Congr»!iis would do well to consider whether a state

of the ijtw which permits the outrageous conduct of
Prosld .'lit Johnson to nans with Impunity does not
ask fbran Immediate and radical change. Let us

* lor a moment moke the case our own. The Presl<lent.alter all, hut* little more power, In some relai.pectji lie has even less power, than an English Pre0fiuiers We chafe at this moment under the unwonted
Ie nnj unjust, and tw wc say, the unconstitutional
a spe/ctncle, of an Kngllsh Premier holding office In the

,r. &< je of a hostile majority; but would this position.
i'10 ucjtnowledgod evei by torles to l>e exceptional and
nt P'/uvislonal, i>e tolerated for an Instant IX Sir. Disraeli,
[.,1, it uny other statesman, were to persist In oilnging to
us '/"wer for two or three or four )uurs, In defiance of
lC. three-fourths of tlie two houses of Parliament and of
»r- repeated votes of want of confidence 1 Thin It, In
lil l»o»nt of fact, the jH>sltlou of Mr. Johnson at present,
ill The constitution insures him a certain lease of power
lQt i and he takes advantage of this tenure. As long as
l,e sucii a thing is possible, »s long as a minister conelldemned by t»ie representatives of the people can con^tlnue to hold supreme power, as long as the only
l>e means of removing such an obnoxloua statesman ii
jkI the cuinbn ax, costly, and, as w« now discover, InefBnfective method of an Impeachment, so long popular
oa rights are not secure antl government by the people,for the people. Is liable tow made a delusion,
is (From the London Telegraph, May is.]
an A single vote In# preserved President Jolitison from
rb- conviction on the mam cli.irge brought against turn
he by the advocates of his impeachment. If the tele,y,graphic report, which we publish to-day, gives the
u.ii Ilgurtw correctly, fifty lour seuators recorded theli
nd votes in court, thirty uve dei arlng for tils conviction
,e- and nineteen agaln»t it. Now, according to the prom*visions of th» Aiu> rl an constitution, the concurrent
Icli of two-thirds Jf the Senators present Is requisite It
Hie older to cairy a vote of Impeachment. If, therefore,
se, 'lie malority on this or asion could have detached
el.- <ue vote from the minority the verdirt would have
dte been reversed and Andrew Johnson would
!ig» i have been deposed from Ids high otv.ee. We can
'ins not, however, be 'lire that the division really re
ick <oided the genuine opinion of the Senate. Tin
ten principle of requiring a two-thirds vote, like everj
or other scheme for securing the representation o
the minorities, loads to most unsatisfactory results. It
»as a small body snch as the Menate, where the vote o
has every Individual member can be predicted wttl
ave nearly absolute certainty before the scrutiny L
ihey taken, the less conscientious are under an tmmon*
oc- temptation to temporize with their duty. When i

nity once had become clear that the minority favoraui
eua- to the President was large enough to secure his a
arm qnlttal. the very tneinliera of the dominant republl
s to can party who In their hearts may have double
MM the expodienoj of tha toiye^cUaient were natural
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disinclined to Incur the u'ipo>ularlty consequent on
the d sertion of I heir ieadt'i .

* * « A* it is, the )'res ioutial term expires in
llttlo more than nine in iutiui; and, after the oo nmenceuieut01 next November, when Mr. Jotuisnn's
successor wilt be elected, nis influence, whether f'»r
good or evil, will lie virtually-at un end. Very itttle
Mood, therefore, o<>u!d be secured by his deposition,
wit e e ult'M'ior d Hadv mt u- s of no revolution try
a measure wero itlicly to be of a serious character.
The practical got*i sense of t ie American peoiue
shrunk from so decisive a step; yet, at the same t.iue,
it wau fell that a solemn ornteit suould l>e entered
a.almt alleged abuses of authority which, if coinniiiteduader other circumstances, might hive en-
t«i11i-'ii uic ji-iiiiu.y ui riijjnjtiuiimcui*. uy |!i^ -t\

vote, therefore, the moral weUht of wlio.se censure
is uninlstukeuble, but whose practical effect is null
uud void, tlie Senate has probauly acted In accordancewith tue judgment 01 the nation. We believe,
too, that Congress Its'If will receive with no
excessive dissatislaotion the intelligence that the
Impeachment trial lias broken do n. The proc> K.Iitiqwan never urgently demcnvleri t>ij the country.
The threat of impeachment was llrst brought forwardwithout any serious intention of resorting to
extremities. Gradually, as the contest between the
President a id the legislature became embittered, the
threat was used more and more vehemently and resentedmore and more bitterly, till at lust things
came to a pass at which the leaders of the
republican organization found themselves forced,
out of rcg.ifd ior their own consistency, to adopt the
extreme expedient they had so long held out as their
final resource. But public opinion never cordially
approved of the act, and the indifference with which
tiie progress of the trial was watched throughout the
country showed that while the accused had lost his
earlier hold on the sympathies of the nation no deep
popular passion had been excited In favor of his forcibleremoval from otMce.
Under these circumstances the Senate has a^ted

with manifest wisdom in abstaining; from the depositionof Mr. Johnson. The trial was conducted
with a gravity and decorum not unworthy of the
tribunal or of the dignitary arraigned before It; and
as the Investigation proceeded the opinion gained
ground that the major cliarges brought against the
President were not born® out by the facts. That he
ha I used Intemperate language unbecoming his
high position; that he had heedlessly provoked a
conflict of authorities; that he had shown Indifference
to Important considerations of law; that he had not
refuse 1 to excite national passions, which it was his
llrst duty as a magistrate to hold in subjection.all
this and perhaps more may have been affirmed
against him. Hut his accusers failed to show that he
had seriouMly contemplated any attempt to override
the law or to substitute arbitrary for legal force, and
failing that they could hardly establish a plea of
sutllcient urgency to justify his summary dismissalfrom office. The opinion whloh
Mr. Fessenden is stated to have given,
that the main charges hud not been legally established,could not fall to produce the effect due to so
high a constitutional authority; and even before the
vciuiub wan ^uuiidhvu utiiu uuuim nan tuit tu.it niu

extreme penalty would uot be practically enforced.
The consideration of the other count* of the indictmenthas been postponed for a week, but after the
fullure of the principal charge the minor counts can
scarcely be pressed. It would be premature to
speculate on the effect that this event is likely to
have on the chauces of the Presidential election.
For the present we may congratulate the Americans
that a man so intemperate m speech and hasty in
action as Senator wade has not been raised to the
Presidency which he ioould have been had Andrew
Johnson been deposed. In the course of a few
months a new President must be seated in the White
House, and no long time will elapse before even the
most vehement members of the republican party
will rejoice that the highest office In the Republic
still retains its prestige unimpaired ana its repute
niuMmlnhliM.

French Opinion.
[From the Paris Constltutionnol, May 19.]

* * * * This result betrays a division in the
republican party, which possessed the preponderancein the Senate, and which, until recently, believedItself sure of triumphing. The impeachment
of President Johnson was evidently a parly ma7unuvre,and in that point of view it has been regardedfrom the commencement. Although the
High Court refused to receive the evidence for the
deience tendered by witnesses of the highest authority,the fact had become manifest to every man of
impartial mind that Mr. Johnson had had no intentionto violate either the constitution or even an act
of Congress. In dismissing a minister who was, besides,in disaccord with linn, and was pursuing a
policy hostile to his own, the President was
enabled to seize upon a very legitimate occasionto submit, not to the Senate, necessarily
Judge and party, but to the real federal tribunal, an
act of Congress, the constitutional character of
which appeared to him extremely doubtful. We
may say that in acting thus he showed himself much
more anxious than his adversaries have done for tbe
maintenance of the constitution. But the republican
leaders only wanted a pretext to lmpcach the President,strongly hoping that with the majority which
they possessed in the Senate a verdict of guilty
would naturally follow. The result of Mr. Johnson
being condemned and deposed would have been that
tiit> Presidential power, with its Immense patrouage
and numerous brandies of influence, wonld pass
into the hands of the republican party before the
December election; they thus hoped to secure for
their own advautage and by anticipation the distributionof places and the spoils of the budget. This
plan must have succeeded had not a certain number
oi' republicans placed dut.v to their conscience
above that to their party and preferred to listen
to the voice of the former rather truin bliruily
otx'j the orders issued to them. The New York
and Washington journals just received show a
presentiment of this courageous defection. Of the
fl ty-four members composing the Senate every one
was aware that forty-three were republicans and
eleven democrats. If the latter, as was to be exBected,should all vote for un acquittal, eight repubcanvotes would be still be indispensable in order
to neutralize the radical decision ami lead to the
President being found not guilty. Those eight moderate,conscientious members or the dominant party
were even mentioned by name. Here, then. Is the
republican uarty more than ever decided. Deceived
in their calculations, they find In tTie presence of
public opinion the humiliation of a defeat which they
themselves gratuitously sought. To infer from this
the success of the democrats at the next Presidential
election and a return to a policy of conciliation in
respect to the South would perhaps be to venture
upon a prediction of too long a date; but for the
present, at least, the result involves the rout of the
party which has acted upon the rigorous maxim, Vce
vlctCa I

[From the Tarls Temps, May 18.]
is this flrst vote decisive f The telegram,

which, however, is rather obscurely drawu up, seems
to intimate that such Is the case, and the adjournmentof the Senate to the 26th of May without voting
on the other articles seems to support that view. lr
Mr. Johnson Is definitively acquitted the causes leadinjrto this result will form an,iiiterestlng ami curious
subject of study. Hut even at present we are enabled
to say that the very fact Itself of the impeachment,
the manner in which it has been conducted, the suitrortwnalninoBii Willi which ttlft nf t.hA I'flltPfl
Stutes have lookeil on at Its various phases, tho wonderfulregularity wltn which the political and social
organization of the country hus continued Its functionsIn the midst of a drauia the simple announcewent<\f which, would have K'tffired to overthrow any
of the States (\f the Ottl H'orld, demonstrate the
entire superiority of American institutions. We
feel hound also to remark that the legal acquittal of
the President, under the circumstances rnentlonod
In the despatch, constitutes none the less a moral
condemnation. The head of the Executive, although
saved by the terms of the constitution, will remain
deposed in the mind of the country.

[Prom the Paris Llberte, May 18.)
The acquittal of President Johnson Ml an event

which will produce, anil deservedly, a deep and durableImpression throughout Europe. Far more emphaticallythan a condemnation would have done, It
attests the strength of American Institutions, and
proves that Justice has no surer ami more efficacious
miarantees than those provided by liberty. Long live
libertyl Glory to the United StatesI

[From the Paris Epoque, May IS.]
The result Is what we anticipated, although the

President only succeeded by tho circumstance of an
Insufficient majority. Whatever may be the case,
the promoters of this trial will admit tftat they woold
have done better not to have undertaken It. We do
nut expect that this acquittal will produce cither
public rejoicings or manifestations from either party.
The electoral furoe, of which the impeachment of Mr.
Johnson was only the mask, has been played: bat
the denoument every one will admit is not in raver
of the party which thought to derive an advantage
from the trial and which Is now condemned by ltd
political Inconsistency. To have sacrificed In a more
clumsy manner the admirable situation which the reSuhllcansmlghthave achieved In the country wuuld
ave been Impossible.

[From the Paris Debate, May 18.]
la any case, if Mr. Johnson haa escaped condemnation,we see that the majority which pronounced

against him In the Senate Is sufficiently compact to
paralyze Ids Presidential power during the few
litontns wmca ue win uavu u> remain av mo rviuia

[From the Paris Prcsae, May 18.]
This decision of the Nenate Will no doubt pnt an

end to the effort* made by the republican* during the
last two yiars in order to Intimidate Mr. Johnson,
Hut the struggle between tho two power* will nol
terminate until after the next Presidential election
and when the frvlirvja of (he Worth with regard to ttu
South shall ham tmn clearly aecerUiinrt. In tht
meantime the I'nlted statee hare Ju*t offered a great
example nf liberty arul etrrnuth. Not to be strucl
with the vital energy of Institution* which can resl*
such taate Is impossible.
Proorkss or a Wkhtkrn Storm..The storm in tht

West on tho 28th u'.L passed St. Louis at thre«
o'clock and Seymour, Intl., at eleven o'clock W'ednes
day evening, reached as far south as Cairo and ai
far north as Springfield, III., travelling at the rate o
thirty-three miles per hour. It passed over Lexlng
too, Ky., about two o'clock yesterday morning, ove
the Allegheny Mountains at noon, and reached Wash
ington jrlty and Ktchmond, V»., at seven o'clock las
evening, goln* from St. Louts, Mo., to Washlngtoi
city, l>. C., a distance of thirteen degrees, in twenty
eight hour*..Cincinnati Commercial, May :»0.

r Tn« Mcbpkr or tub i,vtb Hon, C. 9. Hamiiton.fThe widow of Hon. C. S. Hamilton, of Marysvllli
i Union county. Oluo, who wa< murdered by his tnsan
f son last December, ilied on Sunday last. Hhe was
i woman of many exceJent traits, but of late years
* was thought she was partially deranged. The li
I- sanity of the son mine through that branch of tn
t lamliv. Sinoe the tragical death of her hatband Mr
e Hamilton hAS never been well. It Is reported th»

young Hamilton, who is in the Central Asylum, hi
i- so far<reRoverv*l frmn rnontm denmgemont as to t
d able to writ* letter* to liU (nemls, «iU'l livipea *re ei
3 temtned of Uia apwlj recovery.

f, JUNK 2, 1868..TRIPLE

OBITUARY.
Juim* I'.uchnnun, Ex-President of the United

MtUtt'B.
James Buchanan, tho fifteenth President of the

United stated, expired at his resldenccat Wheatland,
near Lancaster, Pennsylvania, at half-past eight
o'clock yesterday morning, aged seventy-eeven
years, one month and twAity days. Thus after four
four weeks of Illness has passed away a man
whose pohittou In life at one period equalled that of
any monarch, and whose career during ttee last
months of liis administration forms a great p»rt of
tlio hiat/iPV nf t.liA ITniftnrl sJtatnu in Miulr innal clan.

gcroua, excitiivi; and loiereatlng epoch.
James Buchoaan was bora on the 12th of Ar*ll,

1791, la Franklin county, Pennsylvania, at a

locality then called Stony Batter. Hla father, whose
name he bore, an Irishman by birth, and a farmer
by occupation, emigrated to this country in 1783
and settled in Pennsylvania, where he pursued hla
calling. Ills mother was Elizabeth Spear, the
daughter of a respectable farmer residing in Adams
county. By dint of hard and commendable Industry
the father acquired a competency, and was enabled
to procure for the subject of this sketch
a classical educations Mr. Buchanan was

accordingly sent to Dickinson College, in Carlisle,
whence, la 1809, he graduated with distinguished
honor. During the latter portion of the same year
ho entered the office of jamca Hopkins, of Lancaster,
and commenced the study of law, and on November
17,1812, being then but a few months past hia twentyllrstyear, was admitted to the bar. Ills career as a

lawyer was rapid aad successful, and placed him on
an equality with the distinguished men of the day.
The success won in lus profession made him popular
among the people, and in 1816 he first appeared la
the political arena as a member of the federal party,
lie was elected a member of the State Legislature
during the same year by a majority of 649 votes over
M. C. Rogers, the democratic candidate, and oa the
close of the term was re-elected by an increased
majority. As the position embarrassed his professionaland pecuniary affairs he declined a third
election and devoted his time entirely to law. His
practice had become very large, and the skill and
ability with which he conducted all cases entrusted
to his care soon made him one of the most popular
and best known lawyers in Pennsylvania.
In 1820 Mr. Buchanan was electod to Congress from

the Lancaster district, the same now represented by
Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. Four successive times he
was returned by the federal party, and during the
eight years of such representation distinguished himselfby his oratorical powers. The political excitemeutin relation to the constitutionality of the United
States Back, which culminated la 1827, resulted
In his leaving the federal party and forming an alllaucewith the democracy. For tills change of sentimenthe was fiercely assailed by his former political
associates, and every effort was made to defeat him
for Congress, for a seat in which lie had beea nominatedby the democrats. Mr. Buchanan canvassed
the district for himself, and the State of Pennsylvania
for General Jackson, thoroughly, and the result of his
efforts was a re-election by a larger majority than he
hud ever before obtained, and the success of the
Jackson Presidential ticket by a majority of 60,000.
During his last term in Congress Mr. Buchanan, on
the part of the prosecution, closed the celebrated
impeachment case of Judge Peck, of Missouri, before
the United States Senate, and although the Senate,
by a vote of 22 to 21, refused to bring In a verdict of
guilty, the remarks of the deceased created a profoundimpression, and had much to do with the subsequentrevision of the law, by which a repetition of
the offence committed by the Judge was effectually
prevented.
On the close of his Congressional term in 1831 Mr.

Buchanan declined a re-election, and about the same
time retired from professional practice. Perhaps no
other lawyer in the country ever succeeded In
making a competency sufficiently large to retire upon
In the comparatively short space of time that ho
did. Upon onlv one subsequent occasion was he
ever laduced to reappear at the bar, and that was
in the case of a poor widow whose small property
was involved. He voluntarily offered hits servicesIn the case, and, although It was surrounded
by great technical difficulties, the deceased eventuallysucceeded in proving the widow's title.
For a few months Mr. Buchanan remained in retirement,wheu, In return for the valuable and
unswerving support he had rendered Ills administration,General Jackson tendered to him, unsolicited,
the mission to St. Petersburg. The otfer was accepted,and while at this post he rendered valuableservices to the country by negotiating the tlrst
commercial treaty between Russia and the United
States, which secured to our commerce the ports ol the
Baltic and Black seas. The Importance of this treaty
was recognized at the time, and may be said to have
been the first movement towards that friendship and
cordiality which exist at the present day between
the two countries in question. lu ih.i.i Mr. iju( nanan
returned from Russia, and in tho following year was
elected to the United States Senate by the Legislatureof Pennsylvania. During his abseuce
the great rupture between General Jackson
and Mr. Calhoun took place, w hich led to a dissolutionof the Cabinet, Sectional animosity had
showed Itself in a most threatening manner, and even
prominent officials who dlilered with the President
threatened the most determined resistance to his
wishes. The result was an almost general removal
from office; and an attempt was made by Mr.
Clay to pass a bill preventing the President
rroin removing any person from office withoutthe advice and consent of the Senate. The oppositionof Mr. Buchanan to this measure was decided
and vigorous. He Insisted upon the right of the
Executive to remove and appoint officers if he
thought tit and proper, and charged (he opposition
with being actuated solely from motives of personal
animosity to General Jackson. That the bill failed to
become a law was, perhaps, due more to his effort*
than to those of any other Senator.

In 1834 the anti-slavery a if itat ion assumed proportionswhich threatened the result It afterwards
brought about. Although the number of abolitioubusthen In the country was quite tiis:giiltl< am the
persistency with which anti-slavery views were
promulgated and taught alarmed the South
and created much uneasiness among prescient
statesmen of the North. Petitions were sent to Congressfor the abolition of slavery In the District of
Columbia, anti-slavery newspapers were published In
the North and clandestinely circulated la the South,
and English emissaries were sent to tltta country for
the avowed purpose of agitating the question of
negro freedom. Although the eirorts then being made
were inotpleut and Insignificant, Mr. Buchanan perceivedthai the movement would event ually become
a,question of overshadowing Importance unless It
was promptly and thoroughly stifled, lie therefore
favored the respectful reception of all abolition memorial*and petitions, and. after duly considering
them, to return them with the declaration that Congresshad no constitutional powers to legislate on the
siimeet. In an able speech which he made durlug
the consideration of these abolition petitions Hr.
Buchanan said:."I repeat that 1 Intended to make as
strong a motion In this case as the circumstanced
would Justify. It Is necessary that we should use everyconstitutional effort to suppress the agitation which
now disturbs the land. This Is necessary as much
for the happiness and future prospects of the slave
as fur the security of the master. Before this storm
began to rage the laws in regard to slaves had been
really ameliorated by the slaveholding states; they
enjoyed many privileges which were unknown In
former times. In some of the slave States prospectiveand gradual emancipation was publicly and
seriously discussed. But now, thauks to the abolitionists,the slaves have been deprived of these prtvl
leges, and while the integrity of the Union Is endanSsred,their prospect of anal emancipation is delayed

an Indefinite period. To leave this question where
the constitution nas left It, to the slaveholding state*
thflmaelves. is cauaily dictated by a humane regard
for the slaves as for thair masters." The speech, 01
which the foregoing Is an extract, was aUe and vig
orous throughout, and- produced a decided impres
slon on all present. At the time it was delivered hli
lews were greatly opposed by Daniel Webster, bu

subsequently tho Senator from Massachusetts coin
elded with them, a* In his great speech dellverc<
March 7, i860, Mr. Webster uttered almost the sam<
words.

* During the straggle between Texas and Mexlc<
Mr. Buchanan gave Ills entire sympathy and suppor
to the cause of the former, and strongly urged thi
recognition of her Independence by the United States
Upon the application of Texas for admission Into th.
t'nlon, at a subsequent period, he was a warm advc
cate In favor of acquiescence, on the French tndem
ntty question, and on the objections made on the ad

i mission of Michigan and Arkansas Into the Union
relative to the right of alien residents voting, Mi

i Buchanan took an active part in favor of the claim
i in the flrst case, and in favor of aliens voting in th
» second, Soon after the election of Mr. Van Bare
» Mr. Benton Introduced his celebrated expnngln
I resolutions, which tho deceased ardently supported
t During tha exciting and at times bitter debate
t which wens called forth by them Mr. Buchanan'

powers as a debator were full/ tested. He also suj
ported the leading measure or Mr. Van Buren's a<

i ministration.the establishment of an lndepender
) Treasury, and, as Its success Involved the continue

ascendancy of the democratic party, all his abllitU
were devoted to its favor. Notwithstanding hi

f efforts and those of his political associates to brln
about a different result, the administration of M

r Van Buren failed to command the confidence of tt
i- people, and General Harrison was elected to tt
t Presidency. The whig party was now in a raajortl
i iu both houses of ^Congress and In a majority

States, while the prospects of the democracy wet
almost hopeless. The Independent Treasury bl
was repealed, and a hill to recharter the unite
States Bank was passed and would have become

s, law had not General Harrison died before he coal
e sign H, and his successor, Mr. Tyler, vetoed tl
a measure. Its successor, the "fiscal corporation
it was next passed and vetoed, but before which, ar
i- during the debate, Mr. Buchanan delivered a ss
le oastic and humerous speech on the side of the opp
s, sition. The efforts of the whigs to impeach Mr. Tyle
it and to deprive the President of his veto and oth
is powers, received his most decided opposition, at
ie were the csusw of several or his ablest speech*
a. The administration of Mr. Tyler wh consistent

supported b* hint aad its nrtnoloal and moat U
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portant measure, rtie annexation of Texoa, was
urxed by Ui 111 at* a scource of «eeurity for the slavelilining States ami of commercial importance to the
klli(die and Eastern States.

In l»4-J Mr. Buchanan was re-elected a Senator to
Congress, but In 1H45, upon Mr. folk, tiie newly
elected President, tendering Win the oiilce of Secretaryof State, he resinned ids scat and entered the
Cabinet. The Northwestern territory was then
claimed by both England and the Untied States,
and grave tears were entertained that the joint claim
wouid result in a serious dlillculty between the two
countries. The dangers were, however, happily
surmounted by un agreement between Mr. Buchanan
*nd Mr. Paclceuham, by which the compromise line
of forty-nine degrees North was accepted by both
nitUoiis. The war with Mexico followed, and upon
its elose the larre territory ceded to the United
States was obtained principally by the diplomacy of
the deceased. Better terms might have been h id, It
Is true; but, as Mr. Buchanan suggested In his letter
of Instructions to John sudell, then Mlulster to
Me\ico,no demands were to be made that would
render ptobable a European Intervention.
With the close of Mr. Polk's administration Mx.

Buchanan retired to private life. He purchased a
beautiful estate called Whe itland, situated near Lancaster,and to this place he went, accompanied by
his family, which consisted of his niece, nephew, a
lady acting as his housekeeper and the domestics of
the house. While thus withdrawn from active publiclife he did not ai>andon the deep interest he ever
exhibited for poiitlcul atfalra. ills "Harvest Home"
tetters to his friends in Pennsylvania, advising the
extension of the Missouri compromise line of latitude

degrees 30 minutes north to the Pacltlc Ocean,
ai>d ine letter to the Union meeting In Phtypdelphla
were evidences of the lively interest he took In all
that related to tlie uifairs of the country. He was
not, however, permitted to remain long in retirement.on tiie return of Mr. Lawrence from England,
Mr. Pierce, the lately elected President, tendered
him the appointment. The mission was accepted,
and the successful manner in which he performedthe delicate and arduons duties connectedwith the position Is a matter of
msiory. 'ine ceieDrated Clayton-iiuiwer treaty
hal become greatly complicated, and although he
did nut succeed in settling the controversy, the
entire matter was elaborately discussed by Mr. Buchanan.He also took an active and couspicuoua
part in the meeting of United States Ministers, which
resulted in the now celebrated ostend manifesto
and created a decided sensation in fiurope. With
many other prominent men he believed that the annexationof Cuba to the United States was a political
and geographical necessity, and but for the sectional
difficulties which convulsed the country it is probablethat during his subsequent administration as
President of the republic that beautiful island would
have become a portion of the Union.
Mr. Buchanan had now attained the summit of hia

popularity, and upon his return to the United States
in 185# was enthusiastically received by his fellow
citizens. The municipality of New York tendered
him the hospitalities of the city, and along
the entire route of his journey to Lancasterthe people united in making him the
recipient of the most unqualified manifestations of
confidence and esteem. These marks of popularity
were recognized by the Democratic Convention which
assembled at Cincinnati in the month of iuue following,and he was unauimously nominated for the
Presidency. The canvass was close and exciting,
but eventually resulted in his being elected, receiving
oue hundred and seventy-four electoral lotes from
nineteen States. This success of the democratic party
was hailed with great satisfaction by the people, and
it was believed that the Bectional strife which had
raged with Increasing intensity between ;he North
and the South during the administration of
Mr. Pierce would be happily ended. This Impression
seemed for a while realized; sectional passions subsided,and the attention of the country had been directedtowards the foreign policy of the administration,from which great things were expected, when
the difficulties in Kansas unhappily broke out and
plunged the nation into those increased internal dissensionswhich subsequently brought about the late
rebellion.
The course pursued by Mr. Buchanan during those

troublesome times properly belongs to history, and
therefore in a biographical sketch 110 opinion can be
oif>red regarding its wisdom or errors. In his
inaugural address, delivered in March, 1857, he denouncedthe slavery agitation, and expressed himselfin favor of amicably settling the Kansas question..But the Inhabitants of that Territory were indisposedto listen to any terms other than ihose that
they desired. The Convention met at Lecompton
and framed a constitution, which was submitted to
and approved by the President and his Cabinet. For
this act the deceased was fiercely assailed by his
political opponents, who averred that the Conventiondid not retlect the sentiments of the
voters of Kansas, a majority of whom kept
away from the polls, hi a book entitled
"Buchanan's Administration," written by the
ex-l'resident himself, and published since the close
of the war, he defends himself against the charges
brought against him in this connection, and
asserts that the Lecompton Convention was a legil
body in every sense of the word. In this book li Is
insisted that Congress, by a decided majority, had
refused to recognize the Topcka or Free State Convention,and, therefore, all parties attempting to act
under it wore guilty or treason to the government.
In the meantime atfiurs in Kansas cchitnued In a
deplorable condition. Pro-slavery and anti-slavery
men.of every shade and character filled the Territory
with bloodshed, murder and ruplno. in tlicse violencesand excesses they were encouraged bv their
sympathizers in the Northern and Southern States.
until tlie aspect of affairs became so iaei<le<Uy threateningthat miye bodies of troops had to ho stationed
at different point-i to maintain pt.ace aud sccurtty.
While these events were transpiring tlie serUoual
war between tue North and BmMI continued
fiercer than ever, and all of Mr. Bu'hanan's
efforts to calm down the political passions of tiie two
parlies were utterly unavailing. f«U hU syinpicliles
were with the South at this tlmi? we have his owa admissionfor. But he also averred, sutMiquent t« the
election of Mr. Liucoln, and :ln<:6e<l man indirect
manner before that event transpired, that he was
opposed to the institution of slsivtfry, «nd only supportedit because it was iniarauteed b^ the constitution,and interference with it wasmot only a usurpation,but a strong Incentive to fe: disruption of the
L'i lion. In like manner, in tho w otrk illuaed to elsewhere,lie confesses that the SouUt eered in demrln?
U) establish slavery In Kansas, aw In his opinion, that
h'lUe was geographically unflttt (fc for the institution.
L»i.ring his administration John llnwu's alwrtlve attemptat a negro insurrection took pla^e, an 1 the
measures adopted by the state of Virginia for the
punishment of the insurgent* rroeVvert his full an 1
aordlal support. The rebellion ir.t I'tah also broke
oat soon alter he assumed the ax.ecutlve authority,
bat tills was happily suppressed, i/vithout bloodshed.

In the foreign affairs of the ciur it qy Mr. Buchanan's
administration was generally :»acm<<sful. The claim;
auainst Spain were recognized and an agreoment enteredInto by which they wound htave been settled,
but upon the convention be.ag to ansmltted to the
Seuate in 1WW, that body refused 111 give its consent
principally because it included ff» > Amistad claims
for the value of certain slaves Tor » hlch tho Spanish
government held the United 4 tates responsible,
With threat I*ri;aln the adir.uilsts) itlon was equally
successful and the result mor-» satisfactory. The
Oiayton-Bulwer treaty complin uion was flnallj
settled; thd liritlsh government. I mpeilod by the vlg
orous meas'.res adopted, abamtii >ned their claim tc
the right of search, and thns float ly settled a questiot
which threatened a serious m ir bctwoen the twt
countries our difficulties with China and Pjrngua.i
were also finally and ainlcalHy adjusted, and oui
present 'wdvautageous cotumeru ial treaty with Japan
negotiated.
We now arrive at a pertod in the public life of Mr

Buchantui which, although th« most Important in hU
career, has been, and probaby,- ever will be, the sub
iect of antagonistic oDlni.1H4. Tlie events whirl
'transpired Immediately aubee qucnt to tip election ol
Mr. Lincoln are of too reeml date, and from the mo
ment<.us eveuta they prece<fc d must have too vivid ar
Impression on the memory «of the reader to need ex
tended reference. But the«course pursued by Mr. Hn
chanan In those hours of peril, his efforts to stay the
madness of secession an>l rebellion or his encourage
ment of it, tin' a< te of onmmlsalon or omission 01
which he ww the author, arc not yet satisfactory]
plieted before the nubUs, and It la proliable that tlx
true factx win never be fcnown. The charges agalnsl
him of aiding and nncoiniglng tht refielllon have beer
nuaierous, and are supported by so mauv plauslblt
statements that we may well hosltate arid falter Ir.
the belief that he wan loral to his oath of office*

» to the constitution and to tie country. On th<
i other hand, b( th Mr. Buchanan and his friends vlg^
I orously defen I'jd him against the assaults of Ma opfponents. It was urged by them that no act of hli

aould have stayed the torrmlof rebellion. Then
was no adequate army and no efficient navy will

i which to prevent seizure of the forts and arsenals M
t the Insurgents in the Southern Mates. Nevertheless

as admitted bv Mmself. ho consented that Genera
1 Scott should attempt the supplying of Port Sumte
e with provisions and In a lengthy document pub

llshed by him in October, 18«tt. in reply to certali
> charges nade against hltn by the (JenerrU, he denle
t with emphasis the statement that he ever refused t<
s take active measures to suppress the inclplcat rebel
l lion; but alleged, on the ooatrary, that overy move
o ment proposed to him by General Scott was cheer
> fully agreed to. With these antagonistic state
i- menta, rendered by opposing pr.rtles of equn

responsibility and veracity, It would seem absolutel
i, Impossible to decide whether the version of the onor the other In trus. In his public utterances athe time Mr. Ruchauan wm most ludicrously Incone slstont. While positively and unequivocally denylnin the right of a State to«ecede, he nevertheless declareg with equal force and absoluteness that Congress anI. the United States had no constitutional nor ntorirUrht to cocrce a State. Two such diametrically ofpnnito views on a question which positively admltte> of but one sentiment were most fatal to his popularIt1- amonf the people. By those who believed in thit right if secession It was urge J that his denial of thud right was an evldotxw of his fraternity with the al><s litlon party; while his donlal of the right of coerclola was regarded by the North m an evidence of svmiug thy and alliance with treason and traitors. Mr. Hir. chanan's defence of hla course lu this respect docs n<ie throw any light npon the subject. It is, howevele simple Justice to his Mniory to state that after ttij war begun he publlctrfcxprcieed himself in favor (if Its vigorous prosecutfon utull the supremacy of tlie Union and constitution was recoguizfcd and obeyeill by the rebellious South.kI Mr Ruchanan retired to private life In 1881, wita perhaps less of popularity than any former retlrlnId President ever had. He nnd alwavs claimed to havie acted from motives of pure patriotism, and his speclintessage of January 8, 1H61, closed with the fol lowinid woids:-"! feel that my duty has been falthfull,»' though It may be Imperfectly performed, and whao- ever the result may be, I shall carry to the grave ttr, consciousness that I at least meant well for uer country." Ills follow cltlaeus, however, could niid recognize the truth of this assertion. The partie. successes of the rebels had inflamed the minds of tlly loyal people of the North to a high pitch, and tina* perceived la Mr. Buchanan oaU Uta rmrueemeiive

a political heresy which was then endangering th«
Integrity of the Union.a danger which they furtherbelieved was brought about cither by his complicityand treason or by his hesitancy and imbecility.

Glad, doubtless, to retire from the turmoils and
vexations of public life, the ex-President returned
to his beautiful Home at Wheatland, and there sought
repose alter hia long and arduous years of pablio
toil. A gentleman of high accomplishments and
profound erudition, and possessed of a most amiableand interesting companion in the person of hla
accomplished niece, Ills pursuits were of a character
at once congenial to his tastes and edifying to hla
mind. He never mariled, and the causes which led
ta his life of bachelorhood have never been fully explained.It was, however, trequently asserted that
he was in early years disappointed In love, and in
the beat of the Presidential campaign of 1856 it waa
stated that this failure to obtain the object of hia
affections preyed so h«avily upon his mmd that
he attempted suicide. Whether this statement
was correct or not has never been explained,
but the truth of his love disappointment appearsto be pretty well authenticaied. While
occupying the White House, his niece, Misa
Harriet Lane, presided over the household, as Indeed
she did at Wheatland. Asa companion Mr. Buchanan
was rather Inclined to be reserved and dlgmfled, and
in this respect he waa a decided contrast to his successorin olhce. As a conversationist, it has been
said that he was most agreeable and entertaining to
his personal friends, but to casual acquaintances the
aame cannet be averred. Indeed, on all occasiona
of his holding levees his remarks to those who were
introduced were remarkably few and always the
same. "Have you been Umg in Washington f Have
vim tfPPn flip Stan ithumihir. 1 nutif.uLi* 1"' were* his inviu
rlai'le salutations, so often repeated that they becamea standing joke. Aim! this reserve caused him
to regard with seriousness all that was Bald to htm,
no matter how palpable w; « the humor. Soon after
the failure of John brown's attempt at insurrection
and bit) capture at ilarper's Ferry a gentleman called
at the White House and sent up a card, on which was
written "Colonel James Patton, patentee of Patton*
self-balancing sash raiser and lock combined; Post Officebox061 Troy, N. Y., residence, 32Seventh street,Troy, N. Y." Tin# individual was admitted, and
upon being presented to the President informed him
or a plot organfted In Troy for the rescue of John
Brown. Mr. Buchanan, instead of recognizing thia
as a clever ruse of a sharp man to have his business
extensively and prominently advertised free of cost,
cross-questioned his informant, and afterwards sent
a serious letter to Governor Wise, of Virginia, embodyingthe Information given. Upon his communicationbeing made public It created mnefc merriment
among the newspaper organs of all political parties,
and was the occasion of numerous jokes at the expenseof the author. Still it was natural with a man
of his frame of tnlnd to accept such emanations with
gravity. Seldom or never indulging in levity himself,he could not conieive it in outers. But notwithstandingthese tralwor peculiarities of character,
he was a most charitable ami hospitable gentleman,
and no visitor to Wheat land ever failed to receive a
cordial welcome and to be treated with the kindest
hospitality.
Except on one or two occasions, when defending

himself from the numerous assaults of his political
opponents, Mr. Buchanan never made any public appearanceafter the close of his {'residential term. The
"Old Public Functionary," as he was dubbed from
the number of offices he held, had ceased to interest
the public mind, and had probably ceased to interest
himself in the welfare of the public. Unquestionably
a man of eminent talents, he rose up by his own exertionsto All the highest office in tiie gift of the
American people, and in leaving it left behind ali the
popularity which had gained for him so pre-eminent
a station. But now that he is dead, now that all that
was earthly of him has passed away, charity would
ask forgetfulncss of any errors lie might,have made,
and would invoke remembrance alone for ail the
good he may have done for his country.

BOOK NOTICES.

Cjjronici.es and Ciiaractbks-^Orval and Oram
1'oems. By Owen Meredith. In two volumes.
Boston: Tlckner A Fields. 1808.
This author's edition of Owen Meredith's new

poems is elegantly printed at the University Press.
The author say* in his dedication to a Viennese
friend, " I presume not to hope from n^any readers
tUat natinnt nornao nrhlph novcrthplpufi. f pUim ftfl

a preliminary to any final judgment of a work which
has occupied nearly seven years of my life." But
within these sevan years Owen Meredith ha» written,
together with this work, enough verse to entitle him
to being called one of the most voluminous vesifiera
of the aire. These two volnmes alone contain thousandsof lines. The old nine years' rale of Horace
has by no means bceu observed by him;
and the result is that it would be presumptuous,indeed, for him to expect from
many readers a very "patient perusal." Moreover,
the "Chronicles and Characters" sweep over a
period go vast as to try the patience of the moat
persevering readers. Hook I. carries us back to legendary(Greece. Book 11. is heudod Imperante Tit*ri»;Boole III., Lower Umpire; Boote IV., Neo-I'latonlsm;Book v., Manomedan Era; Book VI.,Twelfth
and Thirteenth Centuries: Book VII., Eleventh to
Ffiecnth Century; Book VIII., From 16.5 to 1789:
Book IX,, iters and Tn> After (vnval, or the Fool
of Time, tome luilsatlom and paraphrases and Servian.II sirues us, tlrst, that pro<iii?iouH industry,
second, that great culture, and third, that a marvellousfacility for lmlta:ing and paraphrasing are
evince, i by Owen Meredith. But we cannot add that.
In Iils w liderness of veine we dun-over auy very dietlticttraces of superior poetic originality and i>oweritis not, however, w.thin the province of contemporaneouscriticism to pronounce a "tlual Judgment"
of t!i<s or any other similar work.. Both author and
critic must be content to await ilie "final judgment'*
of posterity.
Tub Scimhtipic Basts ok Education Drmokstkatkouy an Analysis of tub Tbmpehaments
AND or PlIKKNOLOUICAL FACTS, in connboTIOMWITH mrntal PHENOMENA AND tub
Okmck of tub Holy Hpirit in tiiej Pkocesses or
tub Mixo. In a scries of lettors to the DepartinontPiUklif IfiGtrnftinn in the r.ltv of N»»w ^ orlc.
Second edition, by JoIlu Decker. New York.
1MK
The title of this work we have Riven abovo In fnll

as ix-st indicating its theiue and Its scope. The
finest thing which we can commend in it la Its recoginltion of the presence of the Divine mind with the
human and Its action upon It. llev. Dr. Stearn%
President of Amherst College, very properly
says that any system of education or philosophywhich leaves out this element in Its
analyses, or presents it erroneously, muwom the
nature of the case lie fundamentally defective. We
agree with Dr. Siearus that if the guardians of Inslructlonshould not adopt all of Mr. Decker's opinionsthey cannot fall to be benefited by a .andid and
faithful examination of them. At the same time we
are constrained to doubi, with lTofessor blckok, ol
Union College, whether the part of Mr. Meeker's work
which relates to phrenology, and which is the major
part of the book. Is at all scientifically established.
Our main difficulty with the work is the same as Mint
or Professor Hlckok, and finds Its source In Mr.
Decker's phrenological blending*, which seem diffusedpretty nearly throughout.

AtCTIOft SALE OF CARRARA MARBLES*

How New York Swallows the Artistic OffaJe
ol Knrope.

A rather uncommon sale of C%rrara marble statuarywas l»egun yesterday at the rooms of Robert
Somorvllle, No. 37 Nassau street, and win be continuedfor a couple of days. The collection purport*
to have been consigned to the seller by the firm of
F. Zannonl, A Co.. of Florence, Italy, and connate ol
a peculiar nu-lawje of classical designs In marble
and alabaster, with possibly a few designs is
white onyx. Sales yesterday were not heavy.
a marble card receiver, grapeleaf, was sold
at (4 50: two Del*e vases brought Jis; *
group of lambs In alabaster was knocked
down at |10 M>: a Venus of Canova went for Jftw; a
Flora, by Francl, for 1174: a dancing girl, by Ceili,
for #147 60; an Innocence, by Zuccigna, for #230; att
alabaster group of contending Cupids went for
l^e: &o, and a few other pieces were worked oiT at
prices corresponding with the above list. The
novelty of the exhibition was the means of attracting
a considerable number of visitors, who, however.

1 n'O not DIO very lineraiiy. inere were wvrrni >ei j
r pretty statuettes and numerous very gorgeous

pedestals on exhibition.all Imitation* of ordinals,
i of course, though some o/ them very clever
s In their way and very minute copies of the
1 originals. A guitar player. purporting to be

by Falcwl; a statuette of Meditation, l>y Ouglle1.lonl; a Shepherdess, tyr Glvonnella: a Fidelity. by
Francl; a Madonna, by Tenrrart; a Venus de M edict,

1- by 1'anlporall; a Guardian Angel, by Benenl, and m
lL few groups from the antique, formed the basis of
jr the collection. Tazz;is, card receivers ami the like,
9 with some few articles of vertu, completed the oata,tlogue, and mude up tlie odds and ends of as curious
1. a melange as was ever offered In this city, and to
g people of ordinary sense, In the way of deco3ration for a mantel or a centre table, or
d a stray corner or nook of a hallway. The
il marble of these articles Is generally of exceed>logly Inferior sort, lu-tng clouded in many cases and
d often presenting sn appearance of iron oxidization
y which Is extremely unpleasant to the artistic eye,
e and smites on the art sense rather rudely thau otheritwise. Of the whole list, numbering several hundred
b pieces, not one-tenib of the uiarble Incorporated wee
n free from blemish of some sort. A few bits of that
i- pure, transparent white, which is almost blooded
i- stork, were exhibited, and only a few. For the rest,
>t there was considerable excellent carving and tuanirpnlatlon bestowed upon indifferent material, and In
ie wine cases even the material had not been very
)f iroverly manipulated, though of this an American
ie Is not supposed to be a judge. Presuming,
d in fact, upon the greenness of the America*

buyer, It has now become a regular haUt
h among auctioneer* to Import largely of European
g refuse for the American market, and thus New \ ork
e Is made the principal consumer of the art offals of
il Italy. This may not be nattering to our mettvpolligtan self-conceit, but It Is nevertheless the fact of th« ,

r case, Amercans ornament their parlors with ant*.
i- tic refuse which a European of taste would not toiieerate In his stable lest ft might corrupt the taste of
iy his horses. There Is some need of culture In New
»t York In this particular, lest this city ehould beoome
al the receDtacle for the art rubbish of the world. >ew
ie York supports hair a dozen firms with large pro(MR
jy upon trash.tue rerj hasU of Kuropeftn art. not
o( well M.oneOi


